Tools of the Trade

Bypass hand pruners- 
Felco brand is the most trusted in the industry.  They come in all sizes, and for the left or right hand.  Use them for cuts 5/8” diameter and smaller.

Bypass Loppers-
Felco brand also makes a good lopper.  Use loppers for cuts 1-1/2” diameter and less.  This gives the hands a rest.

Saws-
Silky brand is the best saw I’ve come across.  They come with many different teeth sizes- the larger the teeth the bigger the cuts.  The one downside of these saws is that the teeth are hardened steel, so you can’t sharpen them (the teeth end up sharpening the file instead of sharpening the blade). For the backyard fruit tree grower, the foldable saws are perfect.

Long Reach Pruners-
ARS brand makes these.  If there is one tool I never head out into the orchard without, it’s my 4’ pruner.  They also come in 6’ and extendable versions.  Use this for cuts ¾” diameter and smaller.

Other notable tools-
Dead wood saw- nothing dulls your blade like cutting through dead wood.  Use an old saw or buy a spare for cutting dead wood.

File- any file will do.  When you buy new tools they come nice and sharp- so keep them that way.  It’s good to sharpen them before each use.

Disinfecting solution- e.g. hydrogen peroxide, dilute bleach solution or any brand of cleaning solvent.  Keep your tools clean to prevent the spread of disease throughout the orchard and to keep tools in good working order.

Orchard Ladder- With proper summer pruning, you should never need a ladder to reach your trees, but sometimes trees grow faster than we can keep up with.  Stokes makes lightweight aluminum orchard ladders- with 3 legs for easy access into branches and stability on uneven ground.  I find that the combination of an 8” ladder and long reach pruner is usually sufficient.

Spreaders/rope/ribbon/weights- for training disoriented trees.


Sources- Harmony Farm Supply (Sebastopol), Hida Tools (Berkeley), Central Valley Builders Supply (Healdsburg)

Bibliography



Brickell, Christopher & David Joyce. (2011) The American Horticultural Society: Pruning & Training. Dorling Kindersley Ltd.

Eierman, Colby. (2012) Fruit Tress in Small Spaces, Abundant Harvests from Your Own Backyard. Timber Press.

Flint, Mary Louise. (1998) Pests of the Garden and Small Farm, A grower’s guide to Using Less Pesticide. University of California Press.

Phillips, Michael. (2011) The Holistic Orchard, Tree Fruits and Berries the Biological Way. Chelsea Green Publishing

University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources. (2007) The Home Orchard, growing Your Own Deciduous Fruit and Nut Trees. ANR publication #3485

www.ucdavis.edu
www.davewilson.edu
www.groworganicapples.com






Tools of the Trade.

s e S o i

s oppers
et oot e, Uslogprs o s 11/ et
i T s 1

S b o e o s Ty oo
i e e o ot e o]
B e o LA o P

e st i i o

Dt e o ot it b slstonce
e ey i e

. Sk e g i s B v
s e SRy e .|k

Syt o s b g e

DT ——-——
Bl S (st




